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PRESS RELEASE
Wednesday 29th March 2006
Radio Indies Nomination Success At 
Sony Radio Awards 2006
It was another evening of resounding success for the independent radio production sector at last night’s Sony Radio Academy Awards Nominations.  Out of 29 catagories, radio indies were nominated for 11 awards:
	Music Programme Award

	- Somethin’ Else (hit40uk)

	Specialist Music Programme Award 
	- Somethin’ Else (Charles Hazlewood show for BBC Radio 2)

	Sports Programme Award

	- Worlds End TV (Fighting Talk for BBC Radio Five Live)

	Speech Programme Award 
	- Unique the production company (Jon Ronson On) 
- Whistledown Productions (The Reunion for BBC Radio 4)

	Interactive Programme Award 
	- Campbell Davison Media (606 for BBC Radio Five Live) 
- Chase Enterprises (Simon James & Hill for TLRC Network)

	Entertainment Award 
	- Off The Kerb Productions (Jonathan Ross Show for BBC     

  Radio 2)

	Music Broadcaster of the Year 
	- Howlett Media Productions (Paul Gambaccini for BBC 
  Radio 2 & 4) 
- Howlett Media Productions (Suzi Quatro for BBC 
  Radio 2) 

- Justice Entertainment (Tim Westwood for BBC Radio 1)

	Drama Award 
	- Fiction Factory (In Search of Lost Time for BBC Radio 4) 
- Tiger Aspect (What A Carve Up! For BBC Radio 4)

	Feature Award 
	- Falling Tree Productions (84 Book Crossing Road for 
  BBC Radio 4) 
- Praxis Productions (The Search for Black Trafalgar for 
  BBC 1Xtra) 
- Soundscape Productions (Voyages for BBC Radio 4)

	Music Special Award 
	- Ten Alps Radio (Classic Singles for BBC Radio 2) 
- Brook Lapping Productions (Lennon: The Wenner 
  Tapes for BBC Radio 4)

	Promo Award 
	- Fresh Air Productions (The Six Nations for BBC 
  Radio XTrails)


(cont…) 
Neil Gardner, Secretary of the Radio Independents Group, the trade body that represents the UK’s growing radio indie sector said of last night’s announcements:
“Once again the Sony Awards nominations have shown the incredible level of quality programming and innovative output that the independent radio production sector produces every year.  The number of nominations for indies and indie-produced programmes & talent underline the importance of the sector to the UK’s radio broadcasters and should prove unequivocally that when given the opportunity, radio indies are more than capable of producing award-winning listener-focused programming.”
In previous years radio indies have consistently been successful at the Sony Awards, regularly producing award-winning programmes that far outnumber the opportunities available to the indies to make such programmes:
“It is important at a time when our sector is calling on the Government and broadcasters to increase the opportunities available to indies to pitch for output, that we are able once again to prove the inherent worth of independently produced radio programming.  This year’s Sony Awards nominees represent the very best of what the sector has to offer, something no broadcaster should want to put limits on. Congratulations to everyone who was nominated.”

*****************************************************************************
NOTES

· The independent radio production sector is now over 12 years old, and produces over £12million worth of programming for the BBC radio networks every year, as well as supplying the commercial radio sector with chart programmes, travel bulletins, interactive services, trails, features and live programming.

· The Radio Independents Group is currently lobbying the Government and BBC to increase the access to BBC Radio for independent producers – currently the BBC works to a voluntary 10% quota, whereas BBC TV and Online are required to take a mandatory 25% from indies.

· Since forming in 2004, RIG has negotiated new Terms of Trade with the BBC for radio indies, BFBS sale agreements and International Sales agreements with BBC Worldwide and is about to start talks on new BBC World Service Terms of Trade as well as working to increase opportunities for commissioning within the commercial radio sector.
*****************************************************************************
For more information please contact NEIL GARDNER, RIG SECRETARY on 020 7079 2082/07976 935980 or via secretary@radioindependentsgroup.org 

Visit www.radioindependentsgroup.org for more on RIG and its members.
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