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PRESS RELEASE  -  Tuesday 1st May 2007
Radio Indies Continue to Prove Their Worth
At Sony Awards 2007
It was another evening of resounding success for the independent radio production sector at last night’s Sony Radio Academy Awards.  Out of 29 categories, radio indies won an astounding 7 Golds, 4 Silvers, 9 Bronzes.  The winners were:
	GOLD AWARDS
	

	Music Programme
	The Mark Radcliffe Show – Smooth Operations – for BBC R2

	Sports Programme
	Sportsweek – Front Page Media – for BBC 5 LIVE

	Speech Programme
	The Reunion – Whistledown Productions – for BBC R4

	Feature Award
	Radio Ballads 2006 The Song of Steel – Smooth Operations – for BBC R2

	Music Special Award
	Malcolm McLaren’s Musical Map of London – Just Radio – for BBC R2

	News Feature Award
	Letters From Guantanamo Bay – Whistledown Productions – for BBC R4

	Internet Programme
	Firin’ Squad Unsigned Podcast – Wise Buddah – for Firin’ Squad

	
	

	SILVER AWARDS
	

	Drama Award
	Breakfast With Mugabe – Catherine Bailey Ltd – for BBC R3

	Comedy Award
	Giles Wemmbley Hogg Geht Zum FussballWeltmeisterschaft 

Weg! – Pozzitive Television – for BBC R4

	Music Special Award
	The Poet, The Rocker: The Phil Lynott Story – Wise Buddah – for BBC R2

	Internet Programme
	The Insight Show – VIPonAIR – for RNIB

	
	

	BRONZE AWARDS
	

	Music Programme
	Popworld Radio – UBC Media & Music To Their Ears – for 4 Radio

	Specialist Music
	Westwood – Justice Entertainment – for BBC R1

	Music Broadcaster
	Andi Durrant – Distorted Productions – for Galaxy Networks

	Music Radio Personality
	Mark Radcliffe – Smooth Operations – for BBC R2

	Drama Award
	The Cairo Trilogy – Goldhawk Essential Productions – for BBC R4

	Comedy Award
	Armando Iannucci’s Charm Offensive – Pozzitive Television – for 

BBC R4

	Music Special Award
	The Invisible Man: The Rod Temperton Story (Pt 1) – Wise Buddah 

– for BBC R2

	Community Award
	Radio Ballads 2006: 30 Years of Conflict – Smooth Operations – 
for BBC R2

	Internet Programme
	My Streets: A Rudeboy’s Guide to Peckham – All Out Productions – 

for 4 Radio


Cont…

Neil Gardner, Chair of the Radio Independents Group, the trade body that represents the UK’s radio independent production sector said of last night’s announcements:
“For yet another year the Sony Awards have proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that the UK’s independent producers are more than capable of creating programming of the highest quality.  The unprecedented level of success at last night’s awards is testament to the strength of enthusiasm and creative ability that all radio indies have at the heart of their businesses.  RIG congratulates all of the winners, and those nominated on their much deserved success.”
2007 is not the first year that radio indies have succeeded in the awards.  In previous years radio indies have consistently been successful at the Sony Awards, regularly producing award-winning programmes that far outnumber the opportunities available to the indies to make such programmes:
“It continues to baffle and anger the independent radio sector why so much of the UK’s airtime is closed off to us,” says Neil Gardner. “Year after year UK indies prove their worth at the Sony Awards…demonstrating the sector’s broad multi-genre abilities and expertise.  Yet year after year the UK’s broadcasters, led by the BBC, remain intransigent about opening up more opportunities for indies to pitch.  The recent failure of the UK Government to change the BBC Charter to allow for a 25% independent radio quota, and the recent BBC Trust decision to endanger indies’ ability to earn from commercial downloads with the introduction of ‘free-to-download’ radio archive are just two examples of the day-to-day difficulties faced by indies in the UK.  Yet with all these challenges we are proud to continue to produce exhilarating, expansive, listener-focused and award-winning programmes!”
****************************************************************************
NOTES

· The independent radio production sector is now over 14 years old, and produces over £12million worth of programming for the BBC radio networks every year, as well as supplying the commercial radio sector with chart programmes, travel bulletins, interactive services, trails, features and live programming.

· The Radio Independents Group continues to lobby the BBC, commercial radio sector and the Government to expand the opportunities afforded to UK radio indies to pitch for airtime output
· Since forming in 2004, RIG has negotiated new Terms of Trade with the BBC for radio indies, BFBS sale agreements and International Sales agreements with BBC Worldwide and is currently negotiating new BBC World Service Terms of Trade as well as working to increase opportunities for commissioning within the commercial radio sector.  RIG is also introducing the first ever industry-standard contracts and offers training, advice and resources to all UK radio indies.
****************************************************************************
For more information please contact NEIL GARDNER, RIG CHAIR on 020 7079 2082/07976 935980 or via chair@radioindependentsfgroup.org  

Visit www.radioindependentsgroup.org for more on RIG and its members.
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