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PRESS RELEASE  -  Tuesday 27th 2006
Radio Indies Back Channel 4 Radio Bid
At the Annual General Meeting of the Radio Independents Group, held on Thursday 22nd June, it was agreed that the UK’s independent radio producers would back Channel 4’s bid for the second national DAB multiplex.  The decision followed assurances from the broadcaster that if successful, their new radio services would make strong use of the radio indie sector.

“Channel 4 moving into the national radio arena is undoubtedly going to be good news for our members,” said Neil Gardner, newly elected Chair of RIG, “as their new services will require competitive and unique programmes, something the UK’s independent radio producers are more than able to supply in abundance.  We have met with the team at Channel 4 radio, and have been assured that, if its bid for the DAB multiplex is successful, the Channel 4 branded radio stations will commission a large amount of their output from UK radio indies.  We are encouraged by Channel 4’s commitment to UK independent production, and their track record in TV gives us hope for a strong partnership in the future.”

Nathalie Schwarz, Channel 4’s Director of Radio, added: “We are delighted that the Radio Independents Group is backing Channel 4’s bid for the second national DAB multiplex.  If our bid for the national DAB multiplex is successful, we believe there is an exciting opportunity for Channel 4 to bring a fresh approach to radio, commission innovative and exciting programming and help provide public service competition to the BBC.  The support and advice of RIG will be invaluable in helping us achieve our ambitions in this area.”

While no details of the exact nature of Channel 4’s radio bid have been shared with RIG, it is hoped that the broadcaster’s public statement of support for UK independent radio production is a sure sign of an exciting set of stations that will compete with the BBC and Commercial Radio and build a healthy competitive market for radio productions.

“It is important that all broadcasters recognise and look to make use of the skills of the independent sector,” said Neil Gardner.  “RIG members can make more than documentaries and features, drama and readings, comedy and entertainment.  Through Channel 4’s bid we have a unique opportunity to help open up the commercial radio sector further to independent production, and we encourage Channel 4’s partners to be aware that the indie radio sector is in a position to make a strong innovative contribution to their proposed services – not just in programme making, but the independent producers’ proven ability to be at the forefront of, and adapt to new technologies and platforms.”

RIG is also offering Channel 4 their experience and insights into what is required in new national radio stations – offering the broadcaster unique access to a mammoth pool of ideas and expertise.

***********************************************************************************
For more information please contact NEIL GARDNER, RIG CHAIR on 020 7079 2082 / 

07976 935980 or via neil@electricairwaves.com 

Visit www.radioindependentsgroup.org for more on RIG and its members.

***********************************************************************************
ALSO AT THE AGM

New Executive Committee Elected
-
Chair, Neil Gardner (former Secretary)







Secretary, Judith Kampfner







Treasurer, Mike Hally (former Chair)







Steve Ackerman – newly co-opted
Sue Clark – newly elected
Phil Critchlow – re-elected






Roger Elsgood – re-elected
Graham Frost – re-elected
Kerry Luter – newly elected






Clive Stanhope – re-elected
***********************************************************************************
NOTES

· The independent radio production sector is now over 16 years old (the first BBC commission was in Spring 1990), and produces over £12million worth of programming for the BBC radio networks every year, as well as supplying the commercial radio sector with chart programmes, travel bulletins, interactive services, trails, features and live programming.

· The Radio Independents Group is currently lobbying the Government and BBC to increase the access to BBC Radio for independent producers – currently the BBC works to a voluntary 10% quota, whereas BBC TV and Online are required to take a mandatory 25% from indies.

· Since forming in 2004, RIG has negotiated new Terms of Trade with the BBC for radio indies, BFBS sale agreements and International Sales agreements with BBC Worldwide and is currently negotiating new BBC World Service Terms of Trade as well as working to increase opportunities for commissioning within the commercial radio sector.
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