
8th February 2010
The Liberal Democrats have just published their policy for the arts entitled "The Power of Creativity" and it includes the following statement:

"in order to make sure that independent radio producers get a fair deal we believe that the BBC should move towards a ‘Window of Creative Competition’, underpinned by a significant independent production quota, for radio, similar to that which currently operates for television"

This is in important step for RIG, and comes after a series of briefings and other contacts with the Liberal Democrats.  

As you will know we have been running a very proactive lobbying campaign since spring 2009 targeting all the main political parties, government bodies, opinion-formers and industry groups like the BBC Trust.  Much of that work is necessarily behind the scenes although, as this shows, we are making some very tangible progress. Our recent successful ‘Monetising Audio Content’ conference at the DCMS was another point at which significant policy-makers and opinion-formers were able to be briefed on the work we currently do, but more importantly, on the work we could do given the opportunity.

With continued help from the most established names in our business we will be stepping this activity up further in the coming months as we enter what is likely to be a very significant stage in the development of UK Indie Radio Production. 

Our press release is attached.  It has already been picked up by 'Broadcast' and 'the Stage' online -- please let us know of any other sightings

Mike Hally
RIG Chair

