

Welcome to the our autumn newsletter -- it's a good few months since our last one so there's a lot to report 

and don't forget ...

RIG Legal Services Scheme: remember Hill Dickinson LLP, our media law specialists, who have produced superb 'boiler-plate' contracts tailor-made for RIG and readily adaptable to individual productions. Cost £295 joining fee for free access to the templates and discounted legal services, renewal fee in later years currently £86 p.a. Contact RIG Admin for details.

RIG Recommended Insurance Provider: Allen Chapman James will provide tailored and discounted media insurance packages to any of our members. Contact Simon Miller on 01206-500 000 
--------------------------------------- 
RIG/Radio Academy Production Awards
By now you should all have seen the flyer for our Awards, which are officially open for entries (closing date 30th November 2009).  More details soon and we're still interested in suggestions for venues, sponsors, etc (see email that followed shortly after the flyer).  All credit to Sue Clark and her team who rescued the project after the collapse of our original partners Ch 4 Radio, and of course to Trevor Dann and his team at the Radio Academy who are providing a professional secretariat, great contacts, experience of running awards and so on. 
Political lobbying campaign
Since starting this in the spring, with the vital advice and assistance of Tim Wilson (ex-PACT policy director) we've had an intensive string of meetings with advisers and decision-makers in government, regulatory bodies, the political parties and the BBC Trust.  We've also made appearances at events like the Westminster Media Forum to raise RIG's profile and keep raising the issue of opening up more BBC Radio to outside competition.  And we're putting in responses to the steady stream of 'consultations' run by Ofcom, DCMS and the like.  An indication of how important this is came early on when we were told by a senior civil servant that 'the independent sector hasn't the capacity to make any more radio than it already does' -- we've corrected that impression (and no prizes for guessing how it started).  We're involved in the Supplier Reviews being carried out by both the BBC Trust and BBC Management; the former is the more important, looks genuinely open-minded and will go for public consultation next February.

RIG Conference at the DCMS 
The Department of Culture, Media and Sport is launching its 'Creative & Business Industries Network' or 'C&binet' for short, intended as a major campaign to stimulate the sector that we are part of, with a high-powered 'Forum' at the end of October.  As part of 'C&binet' we are running a half-day conference on exploiting those programme rights we won back from the BBC back when RIG was formed, and on emerging platforms for audio content.  The DCMS has generously offered us the use of their conference hall just off Trafalgar Square.  Our Secretary, Nick Newton, and political adviser, Tim Wilson, are hard at work booking speakers from the BBC, BBC Worldwide, Audible and the like -- full details in a separate email soon so put it in your diary now -- Monday November 30, 12.30-5.30pm.  And what is more, it's all free to paid-up RIG members.  
Radio 4 Commissioning
We had our annual liaison meeting with Radio 4's Controller and Network Manager in mid-September.  We discussed the usual concerns about squeezed budgets, compliance etc but the most important new topic was the drastic reduction in number of programme slots available for open competition in the current Offers round -- by our calculations just 98 (plus a few comedy slots marked 'tbc') compared with between 216 and 434 in previous half-years.  We had some explanation in terms of Comm Eds buying programmes ahead from previous rounds, plus taking out some slots through 'batch commissioning' but it still didn't entirely add up and we will have a further more detailed working meeting to try and clarify.   We raised lack of drama and science slots this time, reminding R4 that suppliers missing out on an Afternoon Play batch commission were promised they would still have other drama slots to pitch for.  We were assured that they will be open in future rounds, and same applies to science.
Join the Radio Academy for free! 
We've agreed to become a Patron of the Radio Academy, at no great expense.  This means that all our members, companies and staff therein, will be able to sign up as members on the Radio Academy website. Further details soon, when this option goes live.


RIG Administrator 
It looks like we'll shortly appoint a RIG Administrator, initially only for about 7 hours a week, but a vital step forward in giving RIG a stable foundation for the long term.  Many thanks to all who recommended potential applicants, and again, more details soon.  

Subscriptions
We hope you all agree that RIG continues to be a vital voice for radio indies and pretty good value for money at the same time -- so please if you haven't paid your 2009-10 sub yet, please do so asap.  More reminders in the post soon, but chasing up payments is incredibly wasteful of our (unpaid) time  so prompt payment is very much appreciated!
Mike Hally, Chair
Phil Critchlow, Vice-Chair
Nick Newton, Secretary
