
23rd February 2010
We are writing to all RIG members with this urgent appeal to contribute generously to a "fighting fund" to continue our very effective lobbying campaign to open up more radio programming, principally from the BBC but also the commercial sector and government bodies, to independent production.  
To show how much we mean this, and to "lead from the front", the RIG Directors have already pledged a total of £4,900 to launch the fund.  Our target is to raise at least £10,000, preferably more, and to do it very quickly.
Why do we need the money?  We don't personally -- we continue to work for RIG voluntarily, but in the spring of last year we engaged a public affairs consultant, Tim Wilson, formerly a key player in PACT, for his advice and expertise in lobbying.  He has been crucial to what we've achieved since. His contract has now ended and we've no more money to extend it, but his involvement is crucial. We need to continue our campaign well past the general election and through the rest of the year.
What have we achieved so far?   Much of it has been behind the scenes, getting involved in policy development with the three main political parties (cf. the recent Liberal Democrats' policy announcement), contributing regularly to government consultations, getting involved at an early stage with the BBC Trust's review of independent suppliers, and generally raising RIG's profile to the point where we are now recognised as "the only game in town" when it comes to speaking for radio indies.  Our recent "Monetising Audio" conference at the DCMS was a high-profile result of this work and demonstrates the seriousness with which the DCMS and senior BBC figures now take us.  Recent approaches from a rather more emollient BBC shows they are feeling the pressure.
What about the subs, where's that money gone?   We raise around £15,000 pa from member subs, of which more than half now goes on our paid 1-day-a-week Administrator, an essential position if RIG is to become a permanent fixture in the sector.  The balance goes on other expenses, as reported annually at the AGM.  We simply can't squeeze the money for all that activity plus a public affairs consultant out of that kind of income, and we know from the questionnaire we circulated last year that an across-the-board rise in subs could risk losing a significant number of members.
How much should an individual member contribute?  Whatever your company can afford!  We know that circumstances vary, and a company with a large turnover may actually have very little uncommitted cash.  We hope that most members will be able to at least give as much again as their annual subs, but any contribution will help.
When do we need it?  Now please! We need to keep Tim Wilson on board with an immediate contract extension, and we know how easy it is for an email to drop out of sight in the inbox -- so please don't hesitate, get that cheque-book out ...
Mike Hally, RIG Chair
on behalf of the RIG Board

