
10th February 2010
In the last day or two you have probably had an email from the BBC Trust, informing you of their commissioning of an outside consultant to compile a report on independent radio production, for the review they are carrying out this year. 

As you will know from our earlier newsletters and other emails, we first met with the BBC Trust about this Review back in September and made an initial submission, outlining the issues we felt should be part of their review.  We are in contact with the Trust's newly-appointed consultant and will be meeting him soon to discuss the review further.

We are also preparing our full submission to the Review.  This will be quite detailed but some of the key points will be:

-    to emphasise that the sector can provide a wide range and diversity of quality innovative programming, as evidenced by awards won including 33% of available Sony Golds in the last 3 years) and associated critical praise; 

-    to emphasise that the sector has much more capacity and ability to scale up quickly to meet increased demand, while maintaining high quality and innovation;

-    to indicate that independent production margins have been steadily eroded in recent years and are now at a critical stage, such that the sector risks stagnation in the event of a failure of the BBC to commission more indies and to apportion budgets, including a reasonable overhead, that are more in line with in house;

-    to challenge the BBC's claim that it has to ring-fence around 90% of its production for in-house departments to guarantee a sustainable production base. In that context RIG will argue the case for a Window of Creative Competition, underpinned by a more substantial independent production Quota, which brings our sector in line with BBC independent Television commissioning (currently a 25% WoCC and 25% Quota), to be phased in over three years.

We're pretty sure by now that we know what members want in this area, but we obviously welcome your thoughts and comments at this critical point  You may of course wish to make your own submission to the Trust.  Indeed submissions that support RIG's approach would clearly be helpful, 

In doing so we would remind you that it is important to make the case for a ‘measured’ and deliverable approach. 
For instance calling for 100% open competition would we feel be impractical and, in fact, our member surveys show a clear preference for supporting a BBC in-house capacity -- but at 50% not 90%.

Lastly if you have not received an email from the BBC Trust do let me know and I can forward your details to them to ensure you’re kept informed of the process.

Mike Hally
RIG Chair

