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PRESS RELEASE

'Trust review brings progress, but not enough'

RIG Statement on BBC Trust review of radio independent supply

25/8/10

Statement prepared by RIG working group;

Simon Cole, CEO UBC Media.

Jez Nelson, CEO Somethin’ Else.

Mark Goodier, Managing Director Wise Buddah

Phil Critchlow, Managing Director TBI Media, Vice Chair RIG.
“The Radio Independents Group (RIG) welcomes the fact that the BBC Trust has undertaken a review of independent audio supply to the BBC. We are encouraged that the Trust recognises that, although programme supply to the BBC has been successful creatively, BBC radio’s engagement with the indie sector has not been wholly satisfactory.

We are however very disappointed by the scale of change proposed. Allowing for the BBC’s exemption on outsourcing news and current affairs the report makes less than one fifth of BBC radio programming available to independents. This policy is both inconsistent with the BBC’s approach to creative companies in TV and Online, and shows a lack of ambition.

We regard the tone of the Trust’ss report to be generally positive for independent radio producers. It recognises the role we play and that this report is the first step in a journey that will see indie producers becoming increasingly important to all BBC Radio networks. We welcome the introduction of a WOCC (Window Of Creative Competition) of 10% across all networks and are confident that, provided the appropriate commissioning structures are in place and monitored effectively, RIG members will compete effectively and win the majority of open tenders. 

We are however very disappointed by the scale of change. We had proposed an increase in the quota (currently around 8.4% in real terms) to a statutory 25% and the introduction of a 25% WOCC. This would have been consistent with TV commissioning which works well for the benefit of license fee payers. RIG has received support for this position from many policymakers and, alongside assisting the successful implementation of the BBC Trust’s recommendations; we will continue to campaign for an improved position. 

The Trust states that radio audiences register high levels of appreciation and increasing the indie quota risks adversely affecting this. We believe this is short sighted, complacent and contradictory to some of the Trust’s own recent network reviews. To quote one example, the Trust’s recent review of BBC Radio 2 stated that there was a lack of innovation in daytime urging the network to ”…take more creative risks and be more distinctive”. Furthermore radio independents consistently punch above their weight in the number of Sony Awards they win each year – landing a disproportionately large percentage of the industry standard awards. We therefore refute the idea that an increase in indie production would put audience appreciation at risk. 

We believe that maintaining the status quo offers a greater risk. Any organisation wishing to equip itself for future challenges would seek to move forward, rather than protect it’s current position – the licence fee payer would expect no less.

In terms of implementing the Trust’s recommendations key issues include defining the mix of programming open to independent production, the monetary value of those programmes in relation to in house productions and ensuring the WOCC operates in equal parts across all networks; and crucially how it is implemented, operated and monitored. Clearly we will look to the BBC Trust to offer regular reviews and input during the process of implementing their recommendations “

Please contact: 

Jez Nelson, CEO of Somethin’ Else on – 07802 961960

Mike Hally, Chair RIG -  07801 445132

Notes

1. The Radio Independents Group (RIG) was formed in 2004 to provide a voice for independent production companies supplying the BBC and commercial radio. Its membership recently rose to over 100 companies. This includes the major suppliers for Radios 1, 2 3 and 5; the majority of those on the Radio 4 Registered Suppliers list; as well as the World Service, digital channels and others. 
2. The BBC Trust has been reviewing the supply of content to BBC Radio Networks since last year. RIG’s proposals, submitted in a detailed report to the Trust,  included:

a. A 25% guaranteed quota, calculated by both hours and value, for indies all across all networks

b. An additional 25% WoCC, again calculated by both hours and value and applicable across all networks

c. A fully independent commissioning structure, to prevent any conflicts of interest between making the best programmes and maintaining in-house production levels

d. A dedicated indie ‘champion’ to ensure competition fro commissions was being managed fairly. 
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