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PRESS RELEASE  -  6th July 2007
RIG Congratulates Channel 4 Radio 
On DAB Licence Success
Following Ofcom’s decision to award the 2nd National DAB Multiplex Licence to Channel 4 Radio, the Radio Independents Group would like to congratulate all at Channel 4 who have worked so hard to make their bid become reality.  RIG has supported the Channel 4 application since the very start of the process and has worked closely with Channel 4 Radio commissioners to bring independently produced programmes to their podcast service over the past 12 months.

Neil Gardner, Chair of RIG says of the news, “The award of the licence to Channel 4 Radio is fantastic news for both the radio industry as a whole and the independent radio production sector specifically.  The introduction of new and exciting radio formats on a national platform will bring a much-needed element of competition to the BBC and the existing commercial stations...which can only result in a real bonus for listeners.  Channel 4 have proven their support of the UK independent production sector in television, and RIG looks forward to them expanding this ethos to include independent radio producers.  With Channel 4 Radio challenging the indie sector for bold new concepts and features, we feel confident that our producers, writers, performers, actors and engineers can expect the perceived value of their work to increase.” 
RIG represents the interests of the independent radio production sector in the UK, and has worked hard over the past 4 years to try and redress the imbalance in rights, opportunities and airtime offered to radio indies compared to the YV and online sectors.  The launch of the Channel 4 Radio services is seen as a positive step towards these goals.  Says Neil Gardner, “As the originators and owners of content we will have someone new and genuinely interested in working with us to pitch our ideas to...and whole new audiences for whom we can aim to entertain.  From docs and features, to live music and dramas, Channel 4 Radio will be a boon for independent radio producers across the UK, and we hope the new element of competition for our ideas will finally force the BBC to significantly increase the opportunities to pitch for radio indies from the meagre amount offered at the present and barely changed in 14 years.  We welcome Channel 4 Radio with open arms and a portfolio of ready-to-be-produced new programming, and congratulate Nathalie Schwarz and her team on their success and look forward to working with them to develop a new age of radio programming for the listeners of the United Kingdom.”
***********************************************************************************
For more information please contact NEIL GARDNER, RIG CHAIR on 020 7079 2082 / 

07976 935980 or via neil@electricairwaves.com 

Visit www.radioindependentsgroup.org for more on RIG and its members.
***********************************************************************************
NOTES

· The independent radio production sector is now over 16 years old (the first BBC commission was in Spring 1990), and produces over £12million worth of programming for the BBC radio networks every year, as well as supplying the commercial radio sector with chart programmes, travel bulletins, interactive services, trails, features and live programming.

· The Radio Independents Group is currently lobbying the Government and BBC to increase the access to BBC Radio for independent producers – currently the BBC works to a voluntary 10% quota based on out-dated and restrictive ‘eligibility’ rules, whereas BBC TV and Online are required to take a mandatory 25% from indies.

· Since forming in 2004, RIG has negotiated new Terms of Trade with the BBC for radio indies, BFBS sale agreements and International Sales agreements with BBC Worldwide and is currently negotiating new BBC World Service Terms of Trade as well as working to increase opportunities for commissioning within the commercial radio sector.
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