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PRESS RELEASE  -  26th October 2006
Hill Dickinson Performs For Radio Group

Hill Dickinson has been appointed as “Official Lawyers for the Radio Independents Group (“RIG”) Law Scheme” following a competitive tender process.  

The appointment means that the firm's media and intellectual property (“IP”) team has been instructed to draw up the first ever unified set of standard contracts for the independent radio production industry. It will also be creating a centre of excellence for law relating to independent radio production, complete with an extranet service to disseminate information to the members of the RIG Law Scheme, and offering general ad hoc advice on issues ranging from regulatory and compliance issues to copyrights and media law.

RIG was formed in 2004 and is the trade body for independent radio producers from across the UK.  Its objective is to represent members’ and the industry’s needs by providing a voice for independent production companies supplying the BBC and commercial radio.  
Members of the group included the major suppliers for Radios 1, 2 and 3, 4, Five Live, World Service and digital channels.   Well-known names include Tiger Aspect Ltd,  Above The Title Productions (who make The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy and Unreliable Evidence with Clive Anderson), Catherine Bailey (winner of both the Gold and Silver Sony Awards for Best Radio Drama in 2005) and Unique Broadcasting (owners of Oneword Radio and Classic Gold Digital network).  

On selecting Hill Dickinson, Neil Gardner, RIG Chair, comments: “Hill Dickinson stood out in the tender process from the start with their professionalism and strength in depth of resources at all levels. We were particularly impressed with the firm’s expertise and track record, which was always a key factor in our decision.” 
Philip Woods, head of the media and intellectual property department, led the firm successfully through the tender process.  He was assisted by barrister Charlotte Harris and solicitors Samantha Lansbury and Shelley Hill.

On winning the tender, Philip says: "This appointment underlines our growing reputation not only with organisations who use media and IP but also with organisations for whom media is their business.  This achievement is testimony to our ability to handle instructions across the full media and entertainment spectrum.”
Cont…

Hill Dickinson’s media and IP practice acts for numerous high profile national and international clients.  The firm’s appointment as Official Lawyers to the Liverpool European Capital of Culture in 2008 has generated significant numbers of new instructions including sponsorship agreements, copyright and trademark matters and a wide range of contractual arrangements.
***********************************************************************************
For more information please contact NEIL GARDNER, RIG CHAIR on 020 7079 2082 / 

07976 935980 or via neil@electricairwaves.com 

Visit www.radioindependentsgroup.org for more on RIG and its members.
About Hill Dickinson
Press Contact:  Anne Geddes, Hill Dickinson, 07787 136657

Hill Dickinson LLP is a leading UK law firm offering a comprehensive range of legal services from offices in Liverpool, London, Manchester and Chester.  

The firm announced results of £52.5 million in fee income for the year ended 30 April 2006, and has 121 partners and over 800 staff.  The firm has grown organically, through lateral hires, and mergers by more than 80% in the last three years.  

Hill Dickinson is a recognised leader in commercial property and related disciplines and in May 2006 the firm was awarded Property Law Firm of the Year 2006 at the Insider Property Awards North West.

Hill Dickinson is advising Liverpool 2008: European Capital of Culture as exclusive Official Lawyers on all legal and contractual dealings with sponsors, partners, suppliers, event organisers and the myriad of other businesses involved in the multi-year programme building up to 2008 and in the legacy years following.  
***********************************************************************************
NOTES

· The independent radio production sector is now over 16 years old (the first BBC commission was in Spring 1990), and produces over £12million worth of programming for the BBC radio networks every year, as well as supplying the commercial radio sector with chart programmes, travel bulletins, interactive services, trails, features and live programming.

· The Radio Independents Group is currently lobbying the Government and BBC to increase the access to BBC Radio for independent producers – currently the BBC works to a voluntary 10% quota, whereas BBC TV and Online are required to take a mandatory 25% from indies.

· Since forming in 2004, RIG has negotiated new Terms of Trade with the BBC for radio indies, BFBS sale agreements and International Sales agreements with BBC Worldwide and is currently negotiating new BBC World Service Terms of Trade as well as working to increase opportunities for commissioning within the commercial radio sector.
***********************************************************************************
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