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PRESS RELEASE  -  27th June 2007
RIG Appoints New Officers & 

Plans Year Ahead
The Radio Independents Group, the trade body for the independent radio producers of the UK, held its 4th AGM this Tuesday 26th June 2007.  At the meeting a new Executive Committee was voted in:
Chair
-
Neil Gardner (Ladbroke Productions) – second year

Vice-Chair
-
Graham Frost (Ear-2-Ear Associates) – newly elected

Secretary
-
Karen Gilchrist (Resource Base) – newly elected

Treasurer
-
Mike Hally (Square Dog Radio) – second year

Exec Committee -
Nicky Birch (Somethin’ Else Productions) – newly elected




Andy Cartwight (Soundscape Productions) – newly elected




Sue Clark (Sue Clark Productions) - returning




Phil Critchlow (TBI Media) - returning




Roger Elsgood (Art & Adventure) – returning




Judith Kampfner (CIM) - returning




Kerry Luter (Unique – the production company) – returning




Clive Stanhope (CSA Word) - returning
RIG was formed in 2004 and is the trade body for independent radio producers from across the UK.  Its objective is to represent members’ and the industry’s needs by providing a voice for independent production companies supplying the BBC and commercial radio.  
Looking at the year ahead, Chair Neil Gardner told members that “there is a lot to be involved with, and RIG is well placed to continue to play a pivotal role in the UK’s radio sector. We must remain vocal concerning the BBC’s continuing refusal to increase opportunities to radio indies in any truly significant manner; and we must not allow our recently-won rights to be devalued by the short-sightedness of the BBC Trust and the UK Government.” 
RIG’s priorities for the next twelve months include:
· Lobbying the BBC and Government to increase radio indie’s access to opportunities

· Creation & sign-off on new Terms of Trade with BBC World Service

· Negotiation over the BBC Online proposals and use of audio archive in the iPlayer

· Organisation of the inaugural Radio Production Awards

· Launch of the first ever radio industry ‘standard’ contracts

· Working with the RadioCentre to encourage the use of indies within commercial radio

· Building positive relationships with other trade bodies and unions (e.g. Bectu, PPL)

· Continue to support and be a key member of the Radio Industry Diversity Group

Cont...

“Alongside all of our large-scale activities,” says Neil Gardner, “RIG will continue to be a centre for indie production resources, information and advice.  What I am most proud of from the past 12 months is the way RIG members are always willing to help one another out, even though at heart we are all competing for the same unfeasibly and ridiculously small number of opportunities. Our membership proves that you can be competitive in business but remain friendly and generous in nature...another unique aspect of the independent radio sector.”

***********************************************************************************
For more information please contact NEIL GARDNER, RIG CHAIR on 020 7079 2082 / 

07976 935980 or via chair@radioindependentsgroup.org 

Visit www.radioindependentsgroup.org for more on RIG and its members.
***********************************************************************************
NOTES

· The independent radio production sector is now over 16 years old (the first BBC commission was in Spring 1990), and produces over £12million worth of programming for the BBC radio networks every year, as well as supplying the commercial radio sector with chart programmes, travel bulletins, interactive services, trails, features and live programming.

· The Radio Independents Group continues to lobby the Government and BBC to increase the access to BBC Radio for independent producers – currently the BBC works to a voluntary 10% quota, whereas BBC TV and Online are required to take a mandatory 25% from indies + WoCC.  Unlike many other Western governments, the UK Government refuses to recognise the independent radio production sector.
· Since forming in 2004, RIG has negotiated new Terms of Trade with the BBC for radio indies, BFBS sale agreements and International Sales agreements with BBC Worldwide and is currently negotiating new BBC World Service Terms of Trade as well as working to increase opportunities for commissioning within the commercial radio sector.
***********************************************************************************
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