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26th November 2008


Radio Industry Diversity Group: Seminar and Networking Event


You are invited to attend this free event for independent radio production companies jointly hosted by the Radio Independents 
Group, BECTU and the BBC. It has been set up under the auspices of the Radio Industry Diversity Group.

Date:              Thursday 29th January 2009

Time:             11am - 5pm plus drinks afterwards. Lunch included

Venue:          Congress House, Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS

The purpose of this day is to bring our part of the industry together to focus on how we can improve on diversity: we will look at ways we can open up opportunities to black and ethnic minority professionals in our sector, see how this can galvanize creativity, hear from the BBC what they are looking for, and find out what business support is on offer to your company. We will also be meeting talented black and minority ethnic professionals.

The event will feature:

·        Keynote presentations from BBC Commissioning Editors and BECTU's 'Move on Up' programme, in which some independent production companies have already participated;
 
·        Workshops to find out about what support is available for your company no matter how big or small; 
 
·        One-to-one sessions to meet talented black and ethnic minority professionals.
 
In the morning seminar the BBC will outline its views on how diversity can be driven through the BBC's radio output through its relationships with independent production companies, focussing on the commissioning process.  We will also hear from BECTU's 'Move on Up' project which has been a groundbreaking initiative, opening up access to black and ethnic minority professionals across a range of media and entertainment sectors. This seminar will then be followed up with a workshop led by the London Development Agency looking at what support both large and small businesses can receive from the public sector.

In the afternoon, there will be an opportunity to hold a series of 20-minute one-to-one meetings between you, as an independent radio producer, and black and ethnic minority professionals.  They will want to meet you to discuss possibilities and opportunities in the independent radio sector and some may be keen to pitch ideas, providing you with access to new talent and contacts. The individuals you meet will be qualified and have a range of industry experience.
 
To register for this event please contact Matt Dykes at mdykes@tuc.org.uk by Tuesday 2nd December.

In order to ensure that we make full use of the afternoon networking meetings, when you register we will need to obtain the following information from you:

·        Your name
·        Your company name
·        Your job title / position
·        A one sentence description of what you do
·        Your company size
·        Areas of your companys interest (e.g. Drama, Factual, Music)
 
This information will be used to ensure that we set up meetings with the most appropriate black and ethnic minority professionals who will be in attendance.
We hope you can make it on the day; this is hugely exciting and significant event for our industry.
Regards
 
Neil Gardner
Chair
Radio Independents Group
 
                               
 
This event is co-sponsored by the London Development Agency, Diversity Works for London programme and Southern and Eastern Region TUC.
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