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3rd February 2009

Update on Radio 4 'batch commissioning' pilot

we've had quite a bit of discussion both among the RIG Board members and with Radio 4 since batch commissioning was announced in December.  We've had some movement in our favour so here's an update.

(1) thanks for all your comments.  More of them were against the R4 plan than in favour, a reversal of the responses to that question in our commissioning survey last year.  The main reason for that change of opinion was Radio 4's apparent aim of reducing the number of indies and concentrating on "key suppliers".

(2) we had a good meeting with the Director of Radio and others in R4 which gave us some reassurance, including a promise that we'll be involved in the evaluation of the pilot scheme (ie putting the Afternoon Play and Arts Features into batch commissioning)

(3) CRUCIALLY Radio 4 have said they are NOT now thinking of applying batch commissioning to all the ad hoc programmes.   They DID look at that possibility but decided that it would not work in comedy, Classic Serial, Friday Play etc -- in most cases because there would not be enough slots on offer to produce worthwhile batches. This is very good news for those members who feared they would be excluded by the process.

(4) there is still a potential problem for members who have shown they can make worthwhile Afternoon Plays and Arts Features but not in the quantities that give them much chance of winning a batch commission.  We are continuing to discuss possibilities and we'll be meeting R4 again in a couple of weeks time and as always we welcome your feedback.

Mike Hally, Secretary, for the RIG Board
PS: if anyone missed the drama briefing yesterday and would like my notes, please email me
