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EDITORIAL GUIDE

The Essay reinforces Radio 3’s commitment to ambitious and engaging talks on a wide range of cultural and arts themes.  In its first year The Essay has received outstanding critical coverage and been warmly received by audiences and we are very pleased to be able to extend its weekly run from four to five nights from September 2008.   We are therefore looking for ideas that will sustain this longer run. 

At its best The Essay combines personal insight and emotional engagement with thought-provoking analysis and narrative. Recent highlights have included Marcus du Sautoy on the relationship between Maths and Music; Peggy Reynolds on Sappho, Susan Greenfield on Euripides in the returning series Greek and Latin Voices, four authors with their essays To Russia with Love, and Laura Cumming on fertility and the visual arts.  Don’t think school essay or university lecture - the radio essay is a more intimate and personal form.  

The Essay should cover topical and contemporary issues as well as offer new perspectives on historical subjects. We expect programmes to be themed across a week and each proposal should cover one week’s programmes.  They may be presented by a single voice or several across the week however individual programmes should be led by only one presenter.   Treatments may vary from the simplest studio recording to talks recorded on location or given atmosphere and illustration in other ways.    In the first rounds of commissioning for this series we received a high proportion of proposals on literary themes.  Although we expect these to remain an important part of the mix we would welcome a wider range of proposals.  
We are looking for a mix of well-known and distinguished artists and thinkers alongside some emerging voices.    It is very important to Radio 3 that we reflect the diversity of the UK in presenters and contributors across our programming. 

Proposals should include notes on the proposed presenter (their broadcast background and, particularly if new to broadcasting, the qualities you think they will bring), the theme of the programmes and, if relevant, an indication of how a series will be structured across the week.    Please also include some notes on the treatment.   
We are not looking for straight readings in this strand although some programmes may be based on extensive extracts from a written text with a much smaller proportion of introductory/connecting essay.    
Please note that with the obvious exception of the readings included within The Essay we are looking for original and previously unpublished writing.  We also expect most Essays to be spoken by their writers (rather than by actors or another broadcast voice).

Current and Recent Commissions include:
	Symmetry and the Monster 
	History of maths
	Mark Ronan

	Robert Graves and the Poetic Myth 
	Memoir of Graves
	Graeme Fyfe

	New Archeologies 
	New voices from archeology on their research
	Various

	Greek and Latin Voices
	Writers from the classical world
	Various

	 English Takeaway 
	Chinese engagement in Britain
	Patrick Wright

	 Nature in China  
	Nature walks in China today
	Robert MacFarlane

	Doctoring Philosophy 
	The philosophy of the NHS - tie in with anniv of foundation 
	Jonathan Wolff

	When Writers Play... 
	Writers who play instruments
	Various

	The Future is not what it used to be 
	History of futurism
	Richard Foster

	Vaughan Williams 
	Archive talks
	Vaughan Williams

	It's Big It's Beautiful 
	The rise of retro technology
	Christine Finn

	On Excess 
	Five essays on excess
	Adam Phillips 

	The Monumental Imperative
	On being a sculptor
	Sandy Stoddart

	Richard Cork's Great Encounters 
	Memoir of famous artists
	Richard Cork 

	Naturalists: Animals and Human Nature
	Cultural geography
	Hayden Lorimer/ David Matless

	From Pens to Ploughshares 
	New perspectives on Arts and Crafts Movement
	Various

	Night Walks Series 2
	Nocturnal essays
	Various

	New Generation Thinkers (tie in with Free Thinking)
	Young public intellectuals
	Various

	Emotional Landscapes Series 2
	Writers on different emotions
	Various

	Anthropologists as Spies
	The politics of anthropology
	Various

	 Station to Station 
	Memoir of modern Germany
	Michael Bracewell

	Under the Influence 
	Writers on their predecessors
	Various

	Milton the Essayist 
	Milton’s Essays introduced
	Various

	The Utopian Dream 
	History of idealism
	Jane Shaw

	Loving the Raven 
	Writers on Edgar Allan Poe
	Various

	The Elephant in the Poetry Reading Room 
	Contemporary poets on Burns
	Various

	Darwin Essay 
	How Darwinism influenced other disciplines
	Various

	The Mews 
	Diary of a falconer's year
	Helen McDonald

	A Tribute to Mr Purcell
	On Purcell in his anniversary year
	Various

	A Cretan Spring
	The arrival of Spring on a Med island
	Adam Nicholson/ Sarah Raven
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