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Estimated no. of programmes available: 34
Duration 44’ including recorded programme and presentation announcements
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Commissioning Editor:  Matthew Dodd
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AUDIENCE 

The target audience has an active interest in music, arts, ideas and cultural history but not necessarily an in-depth knowledge of subjects covered in this strand.    
EDITORIAL GUIDE

The Sunday Feature is characterised by distinctive cultural narrative and analysis. This is the place for flagship documentaries reflecting the breadth of the Radio 3 arts and culture agenda.

We’re looking for features that engage with the history of ideas and culture as well as the contemporary world.    Successful proposals will not only outline the subject but also outline your treatment. We’ll be looking to see what makes a feature distinctive; whether the presenter has a particular expertise or point of view; and if the feature offers new insights into a subject.  Sunday Features should be a showcase for the highest standards of feature-making.  
Diversity, in its broadest sense, is of central importance and we are interested in features that reflect the diversity of UK culture as well as international subjects. 

Some subjects will be lighter than others but it is important that your offers demonstrate they can sustain this longer-form feature.  Contemporary ‘relevance’ is not an over-riding criterion but in building the schedule we expect the strand as a whole to engage with important cultural themes of clear significance today.  The proposal should include an outline of the programme’s agenda, distinctive interpretation and ability to sustain a 45’ slot.

We expect to commission a high proportion of single programmes but are also looking for a number of short series of 2-4 programmes which might make more impact; opening up ways of exploring arts and culture in different ways and carrying an audience across a number of weeks. Adam Nicholson’s three-part personal journey through Homer’s Landscapes did this, as did the three programmes on ideas and their place of origin, Mind Maps.  We are also keen to receive a small number of offers which are linked to key events in the arts and cultural diary for the commissioning period – key exhibitions, openings of major new international institutions or similar. This year, we have commissioned programmes about China, Francis Bacon, the influence of the Baroque and Byzantium on this basis.  

However, please remember that Night Waves covers all major arts events, and so proposals directly related to the arts diary of the coming year need to offer a distinctive treatment.  Night Waves also includes extended interviews with major cultural figures. Though profiles of contemporary cultural figures will be considered, the proposal must outline how the feature will achieve something quite distinct from a long interview.  Features with a musical focus must be distinct from other music strands on the network and be documentary, rather than performance  based. 

We expect many of the presenters to be experienced broadcasters and distinguished cultural figures with authority and profile.   However, we also wish to increase the diversity of our presenters in this strand and are happy to discuss less-established talent.  In the most effective features the presenter will be closely engaged with the subject and able to bring a personal voice to the programme.   Please indicate whether or not the proposed presenter has been involved in the development of the idea and why you believe they would be appropriate.    Very occasionally we will consider features that are built as a montage without a presenter but will need the offer to demonstrate how the feature would be structured. 
Support Material

If proposing a presenter new to Radio 3, supporting material, such as examples of previous broadcasting experience, and notes on their experience and authority on the subject proposed are welcome.

Budget

Please give a clear indication if your programme involves foreign travel and reflect this in your budget estimate.   Historically this strand has contained a substantial number of complex features involving a considerable amount of travel.  We will continue to commission landmark programmes of this kind, but we are also looking for a small number of simpler treatments and would welcome proposals coming in at the lower of the two budget categories. Your budget estimate should be realistic as we will not accommodate significant increases after short-listing.
Examples of Sunday Features recently broadcast or under commission: 
Joined-Up Artists Collaborations which bring artists from different disciplines together have never been more popular. Are these artistic unions changing the cultural landscape forever, or are they too often one-off novelties? We chart the history and question the present state of artistic collaborations.
Homer’s Landscapes Adam Nicolson presents a 3-part series, citing new evidence and fresh thinking, to show what Homer meant and still means 

Herzl From Here Frances Stonor Saunders explores the controversial life and ideas of Theodor Herzl, founder of modern Zionism.
Paradise or Nightmare: DH Lawrence in Cornwall the story of Lawrence’s little known stay in Cornwall, when he was writing Women in Love.
A Tale of Two Skulls Jane Wildgoose explores the complex issues surrounding the possession, scientific analysis and public display of human remains by tracing the history of two human skulls in her own private collection.  
The Red Piano Factory Petroc Trelawny on the story of classical music in today's China through the Pearl River Piano Factory
Flowers in the Backyard  Isabel Hilton investigates the cultural politics of China’s minority groups.
Ideas – The British Version Tristram Hunt presents a series on Britain’s big ideas – as seen from abroad
The Trial of Ezra Pound  Ezra Pound, one of the greatest poets of the last century, was held for 13 years by the U.S. Government, charged with treason. 50 years ago, in April 1958, the indictment was dismissed and he was freed. Using transcripts from the trial and archive of Pound himself, Sean Street tells the story and its relevance today.
Wee Have Also Sound-Houses The Life and Legacy of Daphne Oram, Britain's greatest pioneer of electronic music, who soundtracked British life in the mid-twentieth century, and created the BBC Radiophonic Workshop 50 years ago
A Brief History of Cunning  Joe Queenan with a brief history of cunning, from Odysseus to Karl Rove.
Ralph Vaughan Williams: An Unknown Region  His music is thought of quintessentially English; sepia tinted photographs present him as a warm and benevolent figure of the early 20th Century, yet in the 50th anniversary year of his death, Stephen Johnson travels through the cities and countryside Vaughan Williams lived and worked in to discover the real face of the composer who wrote some of the most desolate British music ever.
Broken Images Gordon Burn on Francis Bacon on the eve of a new retrospective at Tate Modern
In the Beginning was the Song Ivan Hewett investigates the latest theories about the evolution of music
The First War on Terror What lessons can be learned from the history and the literature of the First War on Terror, a century ago?
Hark: An Acoustic Archeology of Elizabethan England a sound portrait of Elizabethan England, focussing on two locations: urban London and rural Kenilworth, near Coventry.  We'll go to these same locations to "crawl inside the ear" of the Elizabethan listener.  Field  recordings from modern London and rural Kenilworth will be deconstructed and compared with step-by-step recreations of the sounds heard in the same locations four centuries ago. 

Byzantium Judith Herrin on the history of Byzantium, its significance over a thousand years of civilization and its crucial role in the development of western Europe.
Rebellion and Fear The Great War was crucial to the development of the early avant-garde art movement in Europe. In this programme, Richard Cork explores how the conflict figured powerfully and in strikingly different ways, in the lives and work of leading international artists and poets.
A New Image for the Housing Estate The image of the council estate as a bleak home to yobbos and drug dealers has been popularised in the media  but what do the people who live on the estates think, and how are architects and planners rethinking this solution to the housing crisis? Dreda Say Mitchell finds out.
Buying a Culture Can culture be bought? Abu Dhabi's rulers think so and they are in the process of spending GBP200bn to prove it. But the plans have bought protests, objecting to the 'plundering' of European museums' treasures for oil money. Is this prejudice or justified fear? Anthony Sattin explores the attempts to buy a new culture by Abu Dhabi.
Struggling to Survive Dennis Marks on the history of Yiddish  - and what happened to it after the Second World War. 
Baroque An exploration of Baroque across arts and the legacy of this era to the arts today.
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