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EDITORIAL GUIDE

Special events in the form of themed evenings, days, weekends and seasons have become a distinctive part of the Radio 3 year and we are looking for landmark programming which will continue to break the mould.   
We expect all our events to attract extensive press attention, raise the profile of the station and reinforce its values and distinctiveness.  Proposals should offer innovative treatment, new insights into subjects and genuine debate.   Successful events do not have to be epic in scale, for example we find most speech-based evenings and events sustain between ninety minutes and three and a half hours. Alternatively, this year The Rites of Spring made an effective impact through its use of drop-in readings placed throughout the schedule for one week – as well as tailored programmes within existing strands.   Anniversaries can provide important moments of public reflection but we also welcome ideas that are not anniversary driven. 
Seasons do not always involve schedule-busting commissions.  South America Week consisted of a cluster of programmes in our regular strands – on a larger scale so does Focus on China. If you see an opportunity to extend the impact of an individual proposal (for example for the Sunday Feature) with related programming in other strands, then do include these ideas in your proposal.   However we do not expect you to develop these thoughts in any detail as this would be done by the other production teams involved.  You might also consider offering linked Sunday Feature proposals with proposals for The Essay.  In which case please make separate offers to the relevant strands with a note that a complementary idea has been offered. Forthcoming special events on Milton and Darwin have been developed this way.
We are also interested in extending programme impact across different platforms. The scale of these ideas may vary from some supplementary audio (that might be made available through the website) to more substantial projects incorporating a major interactive dimension via the web, TV red button or mobile devices.    Simple complementary ideas related to individual programmes (such as additional material that might be offered on the website) should be noted in the relevant proposals.   More ambitious projects involving a number of programmes or events must be raised with the commissioning editor during the pre-offers discussions.   Please note we only expect a small proportion of proposals to include an interactive dimension and we do not expect these to have been extensively developed at this early stage. 
Proposals should name key presenters and potential contributors and give an outline of the scope of the project, key elements and structure.   
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