BBC RADIO 3 COMMISSIONING BRIEF




Programme Title: Music Feature
Day:    Saturday




Time: 1215 – 1300

Estimated no. of programmes available: 10
Duration 44’ including recorded programme and presentation announcements

Guide Price:  £3000- £5000
Commissioning Editor:  Matthew Dodd
RAP Commissioning Brief Reference No:  31280
AUDIENCE 

The target audience has an active interest in music, arts, ideas and cultural history but not necessarily an in-depth knowledge of subjects covered in this strand.    
EDITORIAL GUIDE

The music feature is an opportunity to tell strong and original stories around Radio 3’s core music agenda.  We expect the majority of features to engage with classical music and we are not looking for ideas that might already be accommodated in our specialist jazz and world music programming.     
These features will put music in its wider cultural context and will include a range of contemporary and historical subjects.  Biographical approaches may be considered but these need to be clearly distinct from Composer of the Week.    The features will be rich in music and successful proposals will give a clear indication of the range of music to be included which should be appropriate for a Radio 3 daytime audience.   

We expect the amount of music to be between 35% and 50%, and that the features will not require extensive foreign travel; these factors are reflected in the guide price.   
We hope that the range of presenters will include new voices as well as some established figures.  
We are looking for single programme ideas only and not for a series. 

PROPOSAL TO INCLUDE

Proposals should name presenter(s) and outline the qualities the presenter(s) would bring to the programme.  Details of key production teams, with CVs if these are unfamiliar to the station.  There should also be an indication of the range of music to be included.

Programmes recently broadcast or under commission include:  

A Portrait of Ethel Smyth: Peggy Reynolds with a vivid portrait of Smyth, full of colourful anecdotes about her eccentricities, her outrageous behaviour and also her highly sensitive and creative nature. 
La Valse – a Musical Biography: Tom Service is obsessed with Ravel's orchestral piece, La Valse the backward-and-forward-looking 'choreographic poem' which is one of the most original works of C20 music. With La Valse, Ravel opened a new door in music - and closed it right after him. This feature journeys back to post-war France and rediscovers La Valse, alive in its cultural home.
Water Music Ian Bradley explores the influence of Europe's spas and watering places on music making in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
Burney and Hawkins In the 1770s Charles Burney and John Hawkins competed for the musical hearts and minds of the English nation by each publishing their own History of Music. Peter Holman explores a tale of personal rivalry, skulduggery, character assassination and ruthless social climbing.
Debussy’s Summer of 1912 Lowri Blake travels through an exceptional summer in the life of Claude Debussy, illuminating the creativity of this period - which included the late masterpiece 'Jeux', the second book of Preludes, and the orchestral Gigues, as well as encounters with Stravinsky and special deliveries from Diaghilev.

The Real Karajan How Herbert von Karajan became so powerful as a conductor, what his reputation was during his lifetime and what his legacy is for conductors today. In essence, what made Karajan unique as conductor, interpreter and music mogul.
Music from the Dark The chequered story of classical music activity in Paris during the German occupation years, les annees noires, from June 1940 to August 1944.
String Theory Presented by award-winning young violinist Daniel Hope and featuring interviews and an assortment of music from across the globe, this one off programme looks at the similarities and differences of the music of the Violin as it makes it's way across the world.

PAGE  
2

