BBC RADIO 3 COMMISSIONING BRIEF





Programme Title: BETWEEN THE EARS

Day:  Saturday  

Time: c.2200-2230
Estimated no. of programmes available: 12 (Can be 19’ or 29’ to include opening and closing announcements from continuity.)  
Guide Price:  £4000 - £7000
Commissioning Editor: Matthew Dodd
RAP Commissioning Brief Reference No:  31232
EDITORIAL GUIDE

Between the Ears is Radio 3’s home for the most imaginative feature-making and adventures in speech, music and sound. Programmes may take many different forms, some narrative and others more abstract.  

We may occasionally commission new radio poems for Between the Ears – Katrina Porteous and Andrew Motion have both made programmes in the last year. However the majority include elements of recorded interview and actuality rather than relying wholly on commissioned writing.  
Between the Ears also gives significant artists working in other fields a space to develop creative ideas for radio.   A number of recent collaborations have been with distinguished sound artists and composers – a trend we would like to continue.
Offers are invited for individual commissions of 19 or 29 minutes (please indicate).   It is important to tell us what the programme will be about and how it will sound.  This does not mean you have to give a literal account but all proposals should give an idea of the structure and ambition of the programme and how it will engage an audience.   Please make it clear in your offer why you are proposing the programme for Between the Ears and not another speech strand.    We are not looking for any series ideas in this strand.  
Supporting Material

We welcome recordings which give a flavour of the proposed programme style or music.  If you are suggesting collaboration with an artist some background material would be appreciated.
Recent broadcasts and current commissions include:

Behind God’s Back "The women of Nagyrev have been murdering their men folk since time immemorial." Behind God's Back conjures up the oppressive, troubled psychological atmosphere that led to the shift of an entire village's moral compass.

The Refuge Box In the safety box halfway across the causeway linking the mainland with Holy Island Katrina Porteous performs a new radio poem about sanctuary, with contributions from those who have sought refuge, and the sounds of the dangerous world swirling around this precarious wooden haven.

The Wash An extended radio poem from the poet laureate, Andrew Motion, about one of the weirdest places in Britain, The Wash.
Symphonies of Wind Turbines A sonic meditation on wind farms with personal contributions from those affected by them.

Mobius Strip and the Confidence Trickster The Mobius strip is more than a mathematical curiosity. It's a perfect metaphor for humans who lie. We hear the concept in sounds and voices of victims of con artists.

Out of the Mouths Coos and babbles grow into words and sentences - a unique soundscape of the acquisition of language as seen from a baby's perspective.
A Map of Paradise A literal and metaphorical exploration of paradise - a Map of Paradise travels in search of the places and moments where paradise is glimpsed, as rare and unlikely as these can be.  

Staring At The Wall is a trip through the walls of Pentonville Prison from the outside in – capturing sounds from within the walls and outside, with interviews with those who live and work just outside the prison. 

UK Crossfade A journey in sound through the UK, from west to east and north to south, from one location to another. From a Cornish beach to night in the city, from a street festival to the remote countryside. 
Hearts, Lungs and Minds explores the experiences of transplant patients at Harefield hospital, one of the world’s leading centres for heart and lung transplants. Sound artist John Wynne and photographer Tim Wainwright were artists in residence at Harefield for a year, listening to patients, to the devices they’re attached to or have implanted in them, and to the hospital itself. 
Crossing the Same River Twice Dramatist and theatre director Lou Stein draws upon the many sound recordings he's made during his life - from his South Brooklyn childhood to citizenship in the UK, to recently becoming the father of a child born with Down's Syndrome.
Mole Jazz A widow's elegies to her husband, who was the force and life behind the jazz shop Mole Jazz. Her private memories are set against the public face of the shop, and a sound track of jazz cool
Weather Reports You The American artist Roni Horn creates a piece which uses ordinary people's responses and experience of the weather to render a collective self-portrait in sound.
In Memoria An audio collage on the themes of memory, memorial, death and commemoration.  The programme brings together music of the Middle Ages and Renaissance with passages of anecdote, reflection and reminiscence, drawn from a diverse range of interviews.
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