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Guidelines covering Minimum Fees for Performers Engaged by Independent Radio Producers for Drama and Light Entertainment Programmes Commissioned by the BBC

 Effective from 1st August 2009
(a) Individual fees shall be the subject of negotiation between the Independent Company and the artist and shall take into account such factors as the artist’s professional status and value to broadcasting. Fees paid shall not be less than set out in this Agreement. 
b) Scope of the Agreement 

The guidelines cover actors in drama, comedy productions and dramatised readings. This agreement operates from 1st August 2009. 

(c)  Rights 
Payment of the artist’s fee(s) shall cover two broadcasts of the programme or recording in the domestic service of the BBC. The fee also covers the simultaneous transmission on other BBC overseas services. Alternatively there is provision for programmes made for National Regional Radio where only one broadcast is required. 

(d) Fees 
Fees below are minimum and negotiable 

Minimum performance fee (Full Day Engagement) = £217
Fees for minors (between 16 – 18) and first engagement for adults = £151
Where an engagement for the same programme or episode is longer then one day all other days are paid at a set fee of £129 per day (see ‘G’)

Half Day engagements – shall not be less than the minimum fee for a full day. 

The exception to this is half day engagements in the World service, Schools and Continuing Education where the minimum fee is £140. 

Performance fees for one UK Broadcast only or National Regional Radio
When only one broadcast is required the minimum fee is £147. Additional days are £91. For a half day engagement it is £94 for the following: World service, Schools and Education 

(e) Hours of Work

Full day – a continuous period of 9 hours during which not less than 2 hours meal/rest break shall be given, one break of not less than one hour shall be given not more than 5 hours from the start of the session. 

Half day – a continuous period of 4 hours. 

The company may reduce the hours worked on the final performance day by one hour and in exchange increase by one hour the hours worked on one additional day only (the day will be nominated in advance). 

(f) Overtime
£8.30 for each 15 minutes or part thereof.
(g) Method of Recording
Rehearsal and/or Recording may be continuous or discontinuous as required during the day or half-day of performance and/or additional days. 

Any additional time beyond that period the fee is negotiable. 

(h) Additional Days 
These days are in addition to the performance day. They can be rehearsal and/or recording. 

Set Fee = £129 per day
Hours of Work – a continuous period of not more than 8 hours including not more than 6 hours work, including one break of not less than 1 hour. Any additional time beyond that period the fee is negotiable. 

i) Read Through half days 

Fixed fee of £83.00. During this period the artist shall read through the script but shall not be required to rehearse on microphone. Such days shall normally be on the day immediately proceeding the first full day of the engagement. 

. 

(j)  Multi-Episodic Use 
For programmes of over 15 minutes duration, the minimum amount payable per episode into which the artists performance is incorporated will not be less than their daily fee or half day fee as appropriate. 

For programmes of 15 minutes duration, the following structure of payments will apply: 

1 episode – half day or full day fee whichever is appropriate. A single episode must be completed in one day.

2 episodes – 150% of the Artist’s daily fee 

3 episodes – 200% of the Artist’s daily fee 

4 episodes – 250% of the Artist’s daily fee 

5 episodes – 300% of the Artist’s daily fee 

A maximum of 75 minutes material may be recorded over two days. 

(k) Multi-Episodic Use/ Item recording 

For use by factual, music, anthology, news and educational programmes. 

(a) Part Day Engagement 
A total of 30 minutes material may be recorded for multi-episodic (up to 10 episodes in the same strand, series or serial) or item use but each episode/ item must not exceed 12 minutes duration. Fee: 150% of the part day engagement fee. If the material recorded exceeds 30 minutes, an additional 10% is payable for each additional 10 minutes of part 

thereof. For subsequent repeats, one full repeat fee shall be paid giving the BBC the right to repeat once all episodes/items recorded in the session. 

(b) Full Day engagement 
A total of 50 minutes material may be recorded for multi-episodic (up to 10 episodes in the same strand, series or serial) or item use but each episode/item must not exceed 12 minutes duration. Fee: 150% of the full day engagement fee. If material recorded exceeds 50 minutes, an additional 10% is payable for each additional 10 minutes or part thereof. For subsequent repeats, one full repeat fee shall be paid giving the BBC the right to repeat once all episodes/items recorded in the session. 

(c) Short single session of minor contributions 

Up to 5 minutes material may be used in any programme, however, use is limited in drama and light entertainment programmes of a pilot or experimental nature. 

2 transmissions
£147 

1 transmission
£98 

(l) Repeats 

Fees for repeat use are based on the fees paid for the performance fee, additional days and the read through fee. 

1. Domestic Service - 33 1/3% of the total fee per UK repeat. 

2. World Service - for a period of 7 days from the date of the first recorded repeat in the World Service, one fee equal to 23% of the original fee. This section covers broadcasts when not being broadcast simultaneously with the UK broadcast. 

3. For programmes where only one broadcast has been purchased there repeat fees are as follows: 50% UK and 35% ( World Service) 

Repeats will take place within 3 yeas of the first broadcast 

(m) Single Dramatic Reading 

The fees below acquire one transmission/cycle of a dramatic reading of poetry, fiction or short stories but exclude straight narration, Bible readings, prayers and psalms etc: 

Up to 5 minutes - minimum of £98 (studio time 1 hour); Up to 10 minutes – minimum of £98 (studio time 4 hours); 10.01 - 14 minutes (studio time 4 hours) – minimum £147, 14.01- 30 minutes (studio time 9 hours) £147, 30.01 minutes plus negotiable and based on 115%/120% of the 1 transmission rate. 

Fees above £275 are negotiable. 

The above fee gives the right to one domestic broadcast. Further repeats are 50% of the negotiated fee for domestic use and 35% for non-simultaneous World Service repeats (one-payment covers World Service repeats over a seven-day period). 

Multiple Dramatic Readings 

For readings of more than one episode, the following fees apply to 15 minute slots. Readings of different lengths will be structured accordingly. The Minimum fee is per episode/programme:

Artist’s BBC 2 txs fee






Minimum

Up to £275







£202
£276 - £371







£220
£372 and above







£233
(n) Miscellaneous 
For items not covered by this guideline such as overseas sales, local radio, regional broadcasts, theatre extracts contact Equity for further advice. 

(o) Commercial Drama and Multi Voice Audio Recordings 
Secondary use of programmes sold by the BBC from their Radio Collection recordings (i.e. Audio Cassette, CD & DAT). In such cases companies are asked to ensure that actors receive no less than the Equity Agreement with the BBC – e.g. £50 advance against a royalty payment. The royalty shared by the actors should not be less than 8.35% on UK sales increasing to 9.47% after overall sales reach 20,000 copies, to be based on BBC Worldwide gross receipts of re-record. This covers all audio recordings with the exception of single voice recordings where new arrangements have been made by the BBC and Equity. 

(p) Single Voice Audio Recordings (e.g. – Book at Bedtime published on cassette) An up-front minimum advance of £1,000 to be re-couped against the following royalty payments; 4% on sales up to 50,000 copies; 5% on sales between 50,000 and 100,000; 6% on sales between 100,000 and150, 000 and 7% on sales over that number. 

(q) Download to own 
Rates as per Audio Recordings (above), but with no advance payment. 

ON DEMAND SERVICE (BBC WEBSITE / ON LINE SERVICE). An additional 3% of the individual fee will be paid. The additional fee allows the programme to be available for a 14-day period from the date of the first transmission. This also applies to repeats fees. 
(r) Leave Entitlement

Actors are entitled to annual paid leave of 4 weeks pro rata to the length of the engagement. This is within the Working Time Directive and now is legislation.  As most engagements are short term the following payments apply in addition to the fee: £3.96 for each part day worked – up to 4 hours work. For a full day the payment is £7.92 per day and will need to be included on the contract. 
CAST LISTS: 
Please ensure that cast lists and details of the production are sent to Equity. They can be posted or e-mailed to the addresses below or fax to 020 7836 5313
For further details please contact Cathy Sweet on 020 7670 0253 or Alexandra Moreau on 020 7670 0247. e-mail: csweet@equity.org.uk or amoreau@equity.org.uk 
Equity, Guild House, Upper St Martin’s Lane, London WC2H 9EG.  
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