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Radio indies to create standard terms for employing talent

Matthew Hemley 

Radio Independents Group (RIG) is creating a standard set of contracts which its members can use when signing musicians, actors, presenters and writers to a project. 

The trade body has appointed legal firm Hill Dickinson to draw up the contracts, which are intended to define the relationship between radio indies and their talent more clearly. 

RIG chairman Neil Gardner said the contracts were based on those used by the BBC when making its own radio shows. The plan is that talent working for an indie would be as confident in the terms and conditions they are offered as they would be if they were working for the corporation.

Gardner said: "Agents and talent should feel that there is no difference in professionalism when dealing with an indie. This is the first time anything like this has been done and is a strong indication of the strength and maturity of the independent radio sector."

Members of the Radio Independents Group (RIG) will be able to buy into the service and adapt the contracts although the core principles will not change. Around 40 indies have already signed up. Gardner said RIG would be running the new contracts by unions such as Equity once they had been drawn up.

The agreement with Hill Dickinson also gives RIG's members access to legal advice on issues such as regulation, copyright and media law.

